by information regarding the part of speech and the language, a definition, and one or more citations from archival documents, which demonstrate usage and context.
The Léxico médico y farmacológico is a painstaking compilation of relevant medical and pharmacological terms -really a labour of love -that has required of its author a deep knowledge of the history of medicine, particularly of the medieval period; the history of the Kingdom of Navarre as well as Spain; the history of various languages; and a gift for paleography and codicology. Moreover, as Martín Ferreira remarks, the lexicon is singular in scope and unique in a developing field, focused not on a specific area of medicine or medical practice, but on the broad range of medical and pharmacological terminology as revealed in the documents at hand. Because of its breadth and detail, the Léxico médico y farmacológico will allow for a deeper understanding of not just the language but also the history of science, of mentalités, and of habits and customs of a particular place at a particular time. As such, it will be of great interest to historians, particularly medievalists and/or historians of science and medicine, and to philologists and linguists as well as to anthropologists. Brian Abel-Smith (1926-96) was one of the leading figures in British social policy in the mid-and late twentieth century and Sally Sheard has done an excellent job in bringing to life the wide range of interests and intellectual concerns of this fascinating and historically important, if challenging, individual. Born into an upper-middle-class family (he was distantly related to the Queen), Abel-Smith was educated at Haileybury School before taking an economics degree at Cambridge. Notwithstanding this privileged background, he became a committed Labour Party supporter to the extent that he was lined up for a parliamentary seat at the 1959 general election, only to withdraw at the last minute. He did so largely because of his homosexuality at a time in British history when to be 'exposed' as gay would almost certainly end an individual's public career (and possibly worse). One of the strengths of Sheard's biography is that she is able to show how adept Abel-Smith was at keeping the various (and complex) parts of his life separate from each other. Few London School of Economics (LSE) professors, as Abel-Smith became, run clothes shops on Carnaby Street in London called 'Just Men'. Notwithstanding his ultimate rejection of a parliamentary candidacy, he continued to give advice and support to the Labour Party on a range of social policy issues and was close to leading Labour politicians such as Richard Crossman.
James Mandrell
For readers of this journal, Sheard's volume will be of particular interest for at least two reasons. First, Abel-Smith's association with the LSE began in the mid-1950s as a result of his work, with Richard Titmuss, on the cost of the recently inaugurated National Health Service (NHS). Titmuss had been appointed Britain's first Professor of Social Administration (what we would now call social policy) and recruited Abel-Smith to work with him on the enquiry set up to look into NHS finances (the Guillebaud Committee). This had been appointed by the Conservative Government amid concerns that health
